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I. 

MR. LAWRENCE ON MORTIFICATION. 
Arrer the remarks contained in 
our last, Mr. Lawrence went on 
and concluded his lecture as follows: 

Having offered to you these 


general observations relating to 
mortification, [ have a few words 


to say respecting some particular 


points. 

Mortification may be produced 
by cold. Cold, whether it be ap- 
plied to the body generally, or to 
any particular part, has, in a very 
decided manner, the. effect of di- 
minishing vital action. Thus, in 
countries that are very cold, where 
persons frequently have certain 
parts of the body exposed to a 
temperature below the freezing 
point, it is by no means uncommon 
to have such parts chilled, reduced 
in temperature, and in fact actually 
frozen. As this is a common oc- 
currence in those countries, expe- 
rience has taught their inhabitants 
what is the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding when a part of the body 
is thus frost-bitten, in order to 
prevent it going into a state of 
mortification. Now it has been 
found, that if a part of the body 
thus chilled is brought to the fire, 
it loses its vitality, and invariably 
nortifies; and the only mode to 
prevent this, is to raise the tem- 
perature of the chilled part gra- 
dually, by applying to it,-in the 
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first instance, snow or iced water, 
the temperature of which is only a 
little above the part itself. The 
state of freezing is thus removed ; 
and then, though the vital move- 
ment had ceased for a time, al- 
though the circulation had actually 
been stopped, the movement and 
the circulation will return again, 
and the part recover without going 
to mortification. This is the mode 
of treatment in frost-bite. 

In respect to the mortification 
that arises from local injury affect- 
ing any limited portion, there has 
but little been said in any book on 
the mode of treatment,—the oc- 
currence is unimportant, and no 
rules have been laid down. 

The mortification which arises 
from serious local injury, and which 
affects an entire limb, is one of 
very great consequence. This 
comes on in consequence of exten- 
sive bruises or lacerations,—in 
consequence of very severe gunshot 
wounds,—in consequence of bad 
fractures ;—these last sometimes 
produce a complication of displace- 
ments, with extensive lacerations 
of the soft parts, perhaps even the 
injury of some of the principal 
vessels and nerves. Under such 
circumstances, mortification will 
come on suddenly in an entire limb. 
The limb swells, and loses its na- 
tural color; it becomes livid, 
black and blue, and loses its tem- 
perature. A thin effusion is found 
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disseminated through its textures, 
the cuticle separates, vesicles oc- 
cur filled with fluid, and these 
changes in a short time will extend 
to the whole of the limb, and 
quickly feach the trunk of the 
body. This occasions that which 
is called traumatic gangrene,—that 
is, gangrene consequent ona wound 
or violent local injury. 

You may judge of the rapidity 
of the affection in this case by what 
Larrey mentions, who has given 
several instances that he had ob- 
served, principally in consequence 
of gunshot wounds. He says that 
in some of these he has seen the 
process of mortification reach the 
trunk in siz hours. If such a case 
be left to itself, death is inevitable. 
The only question is, whether, un- 
der these circumstances, provided 
we see the case sufficiently early, 
we may attempt to save the patient 
by amputation: as for waiting for 
the boundary, here it is out of the 
question; to do so is to lose the 
patient. This, therefore, is a case 
in which it becomes a question 
whether we ought to adhere to the 
general rule that I have previously 
Jaid down. Now here we must 
consider not merely the state of 
mortification in the limb, but also 
the condition of the patient’s con- 
stitution in whom it occurs. There 
are certain individuals of a bad 
constitution in whom traumatic 
gangrene may take place, and in 
whom the mere state of the system 
alone, independently of the serious 
local injury, would be a sufficient 
reason against performing amputa- 
tion. I mentioned, in a former 
lecture, having seen one of Whit- 
bread’s draymen brought to this 
hospital, in whom, from a small 
graze of the leg, in about forty- 
eight hours mortification had ex- 
tended to the whole of the lower 
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extremity. In an_ individual 
whom so serious an effect coul 
produced from so slight a cause, 
amputation would be out of the 
question. About three or four 
weeks since, I was sent for to see 
a gentleman, without being aware 
of the nature of the case that I 
should have to witness; and, on 
entering the room, I was much 
surprised with the look of the pa- 
tient. He began to speak, but he 
appeared as though he could hardly 
exercise the muscles of articula- 
tion. I put my fingers onhis pulse, 
and found it sinking. The hand 
was cold, and I then found he had 
an affection of the other arm, which 
I was desired to look at, and when 
it was opened, to my great asto- 
nishmeut, I found the forearm 
mortified. It was cold, livid, and 
discolored, and the process of 
mortification extending up the arm. 
On inquiring into what had occur- 
red in this case, | found the gen- 
tleman was not aware of any other 
cause for this state of the limb, 
except that some one, who passed 


‘him in the street, had struck him 


upon the elbow a few days before. 
The part became uneasy; it swell- 
ed, and he applied to a medical 
man, who sent his assistant, and he 
applied some leeches for him. But 
the medical gentleman himself, by 
whose desire. was requested to see 
the patient, had not seen him until 
within less than forty-eight hours of 
the time of my seeing him; so that, 
in that short period, this traumatic 
gangrene had extended, as I have 
mentioned, from so trifling a cause. | 
It is obvious that, under such cir- 
cumstances, it would have been of 
no use at all to have thought of 
amputating the limb. In the fee- 
ble state to which this person was 
reduced, the mere operation would 
have been sufficient to extinguish 
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life, and in fact the patient died 
within twenty-four hours of my 
seeing him. 

A number of years ago an Irish- 
man was brought to this hospital, 
who had fallen from a_ scaffold 
three stories high. He did not 
fall direct to the ground, but from 
the third story to the second, from 
the second to the first, and from 
thence to the ground ; by which 
he received a severe injury of the 
wrist. He was under the care of 
Sir Ludford Harvey. I came to 
the hospital one morning, and was 
requested to see this patient ;—it 
was about three or four days after 
his admission. On the preceding 
night, at bedtime, the dresser un- 
der whose care he was had left 
him well; for he had seen him late, 
aud he ascertained that he was 
then well. In the morning the 
patient told the nurse that he had 
been in a dreadful state of pain all 
night ; she came to the dresser, 
and at his request I went to see 
him. I found the forearm, from 
the wrist up to the elbow, enve- 
loped by a bandage, which was 
not tighter than seemed to have 
been proper ; but, in consequence 
-of the limb swelling, it had become 
too tight. On feeling the hand, it 
was quite dead. On taking off 


the bandage, the forearm was livid. 


and cold up to the elbow; the 


forearm, in the lower part, was. 


not perhaps actually dead, but in 
a state immediately implying mor- 
tification. The discoloration of 
the skin reached as high as the 
shoulder, and this state of the limb 
had come on in twelve, or at the 
utmost, fifteen hours. Now this 
was a stout young Irishman, of 
excellent constitution, and there- 
fore a fit subject to try to save by 
operation ; and although I could 
not see that the integument was 
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perfect in color where it was ne- 
cessary to amputate, yet I thought 
I would give him a chance. I 
removed the arm at the shoulder 
joint, and in fact the cellular mem- 
brane was discolored, and some- 
thing of a yellow fluid was infil- 
trated in the part where I made 
the incision. The case succeeded 
perfectly, and the patient recover- 
ed. 

I have seen one or two other in- 
stances in which amputation has 
been successfully performed in 
traumatic gangrene before morti- 
fication had stopped, and conse- 
quently before the line of demar- 
cation had taken place between 
the dead and the living parts. 
Several such cases are recorded 
by Larrey, in his ‘* Memoirs of 
Military Surgery,” and I believe 
of late years there has been an 
accession of evidence on the same 
point ; so that I have no hesitation 
in saying that in the case of a pa- 
tient of a healthy constitution where 
gangrene arises, as in such cases 
from external causes simply, you 
must disregard the general rule 
that I before mentioned respecting 
the performance of amputation. 
The removal of the limb, in many 
cases, will be the means of saving 
the patient’s life, which otherwise 
must be inevitably lost, from the 
serious nature of the affection, and 
the rapid way in which it extends 
over the limb. : 

In elderly persons mortification 
occasionally takes place, more 
especially in consequence of the 
changed state of the arteries of the 
limb, which become ossified ; and 
this particular form has been called 
gangrena sinilis, or the gangrene 
of old age. A portion of the end 
of one of the toes, or some part of 
the foot, becomes livid, the cuticle 
is raised by a sapious fluid, and 
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vesication takes place. The pa- 
tient experiences perhaps little 
or no pain, and when you open 
the vessels of the cuticle, and let 
out the fluid, you see that the 
skin which is exposed has lost its 
vitality. 

Now the part thus mortified 
readily shrinks and shrivels ; it 
goes into a state of dry gangrene. 
The part thus mortified may de 
separated from the limb, and 
leave it in a healthy state ; but 
then generally mortification occurs 
in some other part, and from the 
slight point at which it first be- 
gins, it probably extends and 
creeps along the foot; so that 
generally when you have an oc- 
currence of this kind, you find the 
patient dies from it, although the 
mortification, in the first instance, 
may appear to be very slight in 
extent. It takes place with so 
slight a disturbance in the part, 
and so little constitutional affec- 
tion, that at first you are hardly 
aware of the venomous nature of 
the disease. Sometimes this 
gangrene of the toes of old per- 
sons is attended with very consi- 
derable pain, and it is this form 
of the affection in. which Mr. 
Pott warmly recommends the ad- 
ministration of opium in large 
doses, on account of the pain with 
which the process is attended. 
You cannot do better than keep 
the part at rest, and cover it with 
a soft poultice, assisting the pro- 
cess by some means of a local 
kind. 

[ have mentioned that generally 
these cases terminate fatally. 
When you once see a limb vesi- 
cate, it is an evidence of the de- 
ranged constitution of the indivi- 
dual in whom it occurs; and 
however favorable the circum- 
stances may appear for a timé, 
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you seldom find that the patient 
escapes. Some time ago I saw 
a gentleman in whom this affec- 
tion had taken place on the under 
sarface of the last phalanx of the 
great toe: he was between fifty 
and sixty years of age, ahd had 
been in the habit of living well, 
and by no means working hard ; 
in short he was an indolent person, 
ina full corpulent state. He ate 
and drank well, and had got a red 
pimply face; but was surprised 
that anything should be the matter 
with his toe. It gave him little 
trouble, and it was with difficulty 
he could be prevailed upon to 
keep quiet, and not to walk about. 
However, the part mortified, and 
he was persuaded to go to bed. 
The mortified part separated, a 
granular surface formed, and it 
appeared to be on the point of 
healing, when, without any appa- 
rent cause, the whole of the toe 
mortified up to its junction with 
the foot. A groove took place, 
and formed a separation between 
the living and dead parts, and the 
progress of the mortification was 
arrested. The soft parts sepa- 
rated, and I cut through the bone 
with a pair of pincers. A granu- 
lated surface appeared, and there 
was reason to suppose that it 
might heal soon. However, it 
assumed a livid character ; anda 
little further on, a deep-seated 
suppuration, of an unhealthy kind, 
with a formation of fetid pus, took 
place in the foot ; and thus the 
patient was carried off. 

In the course of the summer of 
1828, I saw another gentleman, 
of about the same age, and a very 
similar habit of body, in whom 
mortification took place at the 
side of the heel. The dead part 
measured about an inch one way, 
and three-fourths of an inch the 
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other. In this gentleman, the 
process of separation took place 
in about two months, and he got 
well, and remains well to the 
presenttime. This is aninstance 
which proves that this mortifica- 
tion does not invariably terminate 
fatally ; but inasmuch as it is ge- 
nerally connected with an un- 
healthy state of the part, and 
inasmuch as it generally occurs 
in patients whose constitutions are 
impaired by sedentary indolent 
habits and full living, you will 


_ usually find that they terminate 


badly, although for the time the 
natural process of separation may 
take place, and the case may 
seem to be on the point of doing 
well. 

I may just mention to you, cur- 
sorily, the occurrence of mortifi- 
cation from the application of 
animal matter in a state of de- 
composition, under the term ma- 
lignant pustule. Under this name 
a certain state of the skin has 
been described by continental 
writers, and I fanéy the case is 
more common with them than 
with us. It especially happens 
to butchers, and persons that have 
to do with hides, and it is said to 
take place more particularly 
where butchers have to slaughter 
animals that have died of disease. 

I will only mention one case,— 
that of a person who was employ- 
ed in Leadenhall-market. He 
had to handle some very stinking 
hides that came from South Ame- 
rica ; and in doing so, one of these 
putrid hides swept by the side of 
his face. He was aware that it 
touched him, and that it left some 
nasty stuff, about one inch anda 
half square, under the lower eye- 
lid. Where the surface of the 
skin had been touched, it first 


became red and swelled, and from 


that it became edematous ; the 
part that was red measured more 
than one inch each way, and a 
slough formed, which occupied 
not only that part of the skin, but 
that adjoining the cellular tissue : 
the part separated, and he lost a 
great part of the cheek ; but the 
lower part of the eyelid was 
saved. This is a singular exam- 
ple of the deleterious kind of 
effect which decomposed animal 
substance has over the skin. 


II. 


TIC DOULOUREUX. 


A somewuat singular case of this 
distressing malady, cured by a 
remedy quite unusual, is report- 
ed in a London periodical : the 
patient was under the care of a 
highly respectable surgeon of 
that metropolis, and the case, as 
our readers will see, presents 
some features not altogether un- 
interesting or unimportant. 


A young lady, about eighteen 
years of age, experiencing a most 
acute pain on swallowing her 
food, either in a solid or liquid 
form, consulted a very respecta- 
ble general practitioner, who, 
after hearing the history of the 
case, pronounced her malady to 
be tic douloureux. All the re- 
medies recommended for the 
disease having rather aggravated 
the complaint than otherwise, the 
general practitioner requested 
the surgeon to whom we have 
above alluded, to meet him in 
consultation, The surgeon, after 
inspecting the throat and listening 
to her account of her sufferings, 
pronounced it to be tic doulou- 
reux. Blisters, sedative lini- 
ments, and several internal reme- 
dies, were employed, without 
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roducing any beneficial effect. 

he paroxysms coming on only 
during the act of swallowing, the 
practitioner observed to 
er, “‘If she were my daughter, 
I would not allow her to take 
anything by the mouth for some 
weeks, and support her by nutri- 
ent lavements.”” To this propo- 
sal the surgeon consented. A nu- 
trient lavement, consisting chiefly 
of an egg well mixed with a pint 
of good broth, and sometimes with 
fresh milk, was administered 
three ti:nes a day by means of 
Mr. Read’s lavement machine, 
with a long flexible tube, as late- 
ly recommended by Mr. Scott, 
for the exhibitioa of this remedy. 


_ She was desired to avoid making 


any attempt to swallow even sa- 
liva. By means of nutrient clys- 
ters, she was supported in pretty 
good health for six weeks, during 
which time she continued free 
from the disease. She was then 
allowed to take some broth, 
which, to her great delight, she 
was able to swallow without pain, 
and she has ever since remained 
free from the disease. ‘This case 
is not only interesting on account 
of showing the importance of 
keeping a part affected with an 
acute nervous affection in a quies- 
cent state for some weeks, but 
highly so as showing that a person 
may be supported by nutrient 
lavements (as recommended by 
Mr. Scott, in his late excellent 
work on lavements) for three 
weeks, without being sensible of 
any diminution of strength, or any 
evident emaciation. | 


Ill. 


FREE MARTINS. 


We have been favored with the 
following account, which will not 
be found uninteresting to the ana- 
tomist, by a gentleman of this city 
who is highly distinguished for the 


intelligence and success with 


which he has pursued the Science. 


of Agriculture. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir,—I some years ago 
had a valuable cow of the English 
breed, which brought twins,—a 
bull and a heifer calf. As I had 
heard much of the character of 
these animals, commonly called 
Free Martins,” and knew that 
some investigations by ingenious 
anatomists were taking place in 
Europe as to their peculiar con- 
struction, | decided at once to 
raise them for the purpose of 
minute observation, and ultimate- 
ly for dissection, if it should be 
thought advisable. 

At about four years of age, the 
heifer was slaughtered. Dr. 
Harris, of Milton, being desirous, 
with some friends, of remarking 
on any peculiarity of organization 
in the case, was’ present, and the 
result of his particular observa- 
tions I send you. It was the 
opinion of the Doctor that it 
would be well to give a descrip- 
tion of the form, appearance, and 
habits of the animals, as tending 
to illustrate the case ; which must 
be my apology for this intrusion. 

The male took a premium at 
Brighton, and was, it is believed, 
as perfectly formed an animal as 
has been ever raised in the State. 
There is much of his stock in 
very valuable descendants. 

The heifer was of delicate 
form and slender figure ; deer- 
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like in the neck and limbs. Her 
habits were rather shy and soli- 
tary, though well tempered. No 
disposition for the male ever ap- 
peared. This is the more to be 
noted, as our farmers have, as to 
this particular, an opposite idea. 
They are besides said, on the 
same authority, ‘‘ to resemble so 
exactly, that they may be well 
yoked and worked together.” 
However true this may be in 
some cases of imperfect organi- 
zation, it must be here observed, 
that, though similar in marks and 
color, the difference of form was 
most strongly marked. 
I am respectfully yours, 
Joun WELLEs. 


Letter of Dr. Harris. 


Hon, Joun WEttEs. 

Dear Sir,—According to’ our 
agreement, I attended at the 
slaughter-of your heifer, and exa- 
mined the sexual organs. You 
probably are sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with general anatomy to know 
that the internal organs of the 
female are the uterus, with its 
appendages, called ovaria, &c. ; 
that this uterus, a hollow recep- 
tacle, communicates with the 
external parts by means of the 
vagina, at the commencement of 
which is situated the clitoris and 
urinary passage. 

The uterus of the cow is an 
oblong cavity, ia common parlance 
calf-bag, having at its upper end 
two processes or cornua, which 
pass off at right angles, and com- 
municate, on each side, with a 
glandular boily, the ovaritum, which 
contains the rudiments of the fu- 
ture embryo. The general form, 
then, of the uterus, with its horns, 
is that of a T. The clitoris, a 
small vascular body situated at 
the commencement of the vagina, 


near the meatus urinarius, is sub- 
ject, in some animals, to enlarge- 
ment, appearing, in the indivi- 
duals in which this occurs, an 
erectile organ, similar to the 
pents, but imperforate. | 
In the male we find, besides 
the external organs, the vesicule 
seminales beneath the bladder, 
which open into the urethra or 
water-passage (together with the 
vessels of the testicles) just be- 
yond the neck of the bladder. 
Mr. John Hunter (Observations 
on Animal Economy) says it ap- 
pears almost an established prin- 
ciple, that when a cow brings 
forth twins, the one a bull and 
the other a heifer, the latter is 
unfit for propagation, and appears 
on dissection to be an hermaph- 
rodite, having the genital organs 
of both sexes united, in different 
individuals, in different degrees. 
His observations are illustrated 
by three cases. In the first, the 
uterus had no cavity ; instead of 
ovaria were found large testicles, 
in the usual place for ovaries ; 
the clitoris was of natural size ; 
and there was a very small udder 
with four teats.—In the second, 
the cavity of the ulerus was mere- 
ly a small canal or tube, conti- 
nued to the bifurcation of the 
cornua; there were both ovaria 
and testicles situated together, 


the latter being small; and behind . 


the bladder small vesicula semi- 
nales, opening into the urethra. 
The external parts were smaller 
than in the cow.—In the third 
animal, the teats and udder were 
larger than in the first and second 
free martins, but sinaller than in 
the cow. The vagina, as in the 
first case, terminated in a blind 
end, just beyond the bladder ; the 
uterus was imperforate, and there 
were ovaria and vesicule seminales, 
but no testicles. 
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Mascagni (Bulletin de Med., 
1811, p. 176) describes an animal 
which was to appearance a bull, 
having all the male organs, and, 
besides these, ovaria, uterus, and 
vagina, but no external female 
parts, the vagina opening into the 
urinary eee or urethra. 

Sir E. Home describes her- 
maphrodites of other animals. 

In the above-cited cases (and 
I have met with no others of 
black cattle) we find a union of 
sex in different degrees. Hence 
I was led to suspect a similar or- 
ganization in your heifer. How 
far my preconceptions were er- 
roneous will appear in thesequel. 
Unfortunately your man had se- 
vered and mangled the external 
parts before I arrived, but I care- 
fully removed the internal organs, 
and examined them leisurely at 
home. 

As far as I could determine, 
your heifer had the. external or- 
gans very small ; teats and udder 
distinct ; the former like those of 
anox. The external characters 
appeared to be those of a fine, 
well-formed heifer; but of this 
you can better judge than I could 
after the animal was dead. She 
was very fat, the intestines loaded 
with it. The clitoris was very 
small; the vagina terminated, just 
beyond where the urinary passage 
_ entered it, in a cul de sac, or blind 
pouch : from the end of this pouch 
the uterus could be traced, but it 
was imperforate, and resembled 
rather a ligamentous cord extend- 
ing to the bifurcation of the cor- 
nua. These processes, or horns, 
were hollow for a short distance, 
and at their termination were si- 
tuated small ovaria. No trace of 
testicles or their vessels, nor of 
vesicule seminales, could be dis- 
covered. This animal, therefore, 


could be no other than an imper- 


fect female, in which the uterus ~ 


had never been developed, and 
was, of course, incapable of fe- 
cundation. 

I had written thus far before 
your letter was received, and am 
obliged to you for informing me 
that a parallel case of such an 
anomaly has occurred to Dr. 
Mitchell, whose observations I 
shall be happy to see. 

I have delayed sending this 
letter, from a desire to re-examine 
the ipternal organs with a medical 
frien@ who has lately assisted in 
disse@ing an hermaphrodite ape 
in Pifiladelphia. The result of 
our investigations was precisely 
asabove stated. The only organs 
of the male which we could ex- 
pect to find, were testicles or 
vesicule seminales, neither of which 
could be discovered on the most 
careful inspection. 

I have not given the minutiz 


of the dissection, but merely stat-. 


ed what appeared most important: 
and am, with great respect, 
Your humble servant, 
T. Wm. Harris. 
Milton, Dec. 20, 1826. 


HISTORY OF A CASE 


Which seems to favor the Views of 
the Phrenologists. 


By Cuanpter Rossins, M.D. 


Some time ago, I was called 
to Mrs. McB., of this city. I 
found ker in bed, suffering severe- 
ly from pain in that part of the 
head which corresponds to the 
locality of the organ of language ; 
viz., behind and above the orbitar 
plates. Besides this pain, which, 
though intense in degree, was 
confined to the region above indi- 
cated, the lady had no complaint; 
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her general health was not par- 
ticularly bad, nor could she assign 
any sufficient cause for the pre- 
sent attack. By the free appli- 
cation of leeches as near as pos- 
sible over the seat of the difficul- 
ty, and a liberal dose of calomel, 
she was relieved in a few hours. 

The only fact remarkable in 
this case was, that, during its 
continuance, Mrs. McB. lost, in 
avery great measure, her com- 
mand of words. She could not 
call up in her mind the name of a 
phial, for example, a bureau, or 
any other of the most familiar 
articles. 

There was no inability in the 
vocal organs ; the defect seemed 
to be in the power of calling up 
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difficulty in thinking of the proper 


words in the mind. This opinion 
was confirmed the following day, 
when, the facility of expressing 
herself having returned, she as- 
sured me that, during her suffer- 
ing, her ideas in general were 
clear, and she was conscious of 
no defect in the organs of utter- 
ance, but that she found great 


names of the persons and things 
about her. 

Whether the two prominent 
points in this history are to be 
regarded as cause and effect, or 
merely as a singular coincidence, 
I pretend not to say ; but they 
certainly appear to favor some of 
the views of a too zealous but 
much abused class of philosophers. 


LIABILITY OF PHYSICIANS TO PERFORM 
MILITARY DUTY. 
Ir was our intention to have discuss- 
ed this subject at large; but having 
been restrained from so doing by 
considerations it is unnecessary to 
state, we merely offer a single remark 
respecting the present law as applied 
to the Faculty. 


The reader is aware that an act 
passed the Massachusetts Iegislature 
at its last sesston, making certain 
alterations and improvements in the 
militia system of the Commonwealth. 
By this act, all persons: over thirty 
years of age are exempted from ac- 
tive duty, by merely carrying or 
sending their arms to the place of 
company inspection on the first Tues- 
day in May annually. By the old 
law, the same condition, with the 
additional duty of attending elections 


of company officers, and paying the 
sum of two dollars into the town 
treasury, exempted from active duty 
“all licensed physicians and sur- 
geons,” although under the age of 
thirty. It would seein then, that, by 
the existing law, such licensed phy- 
sicians and surgeons, between the 
age of eighteen and thirty inclusive, . 
are liable to be enrolled for military 
duty, and must perform the same, or 
pay the fines affixed by law for neglect 
of such duty;—they are not now, 
as heretofore, conditional exempts. 

To the printed copy of the act 
passed in March last is appended 
the following note :— 

Note. By the provisions of the 1st 
and 6th sections of the foregoing law, 
Deputy Sheriffs and Coroners, Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, and all officers 
who have heretofore held, or may 
hereafter hold commissions in this 
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or any other State, for a less term 
than five years, are obliged to train 
and do active duty in the militia. 


So express are the terms of this 
note, that the Faculty in many, if 
not most towns in the State, have 
been called on to perform their part 
on the field, without any other ques- 
tion than that concerning their age ;_ 
—in this city, this has certainly been 
more or less the course pursued by 
the warning officers. It ought, how- 
ever, to be understood that there 
was an immonity granted by the 
Legislature to the Fellows of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, which 
is still in full force. The seventh 
section of an act passed March 8, 
1803, entitled * an act in addition to 
an act entitled, an act to incorporate 
certain Physicians by the name of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society,” 
is in the following words:—* And 
be it further enacted, That the Fel- 
lows of the said Corporation shall 
not be liable to be mustered or en- 
rolled in the militia of this Common- 
wealth.” Thus it appears that this 
privilege extends to enrolment, and 
consequently protects them from any 
fines or exigences which must be 
grounded on the militia register. 


It has been supposed by some, 
that this act of 1803 is repealed by 
that of 1830, and hence the immunity 
granted by it is at an end. This 
cannot be the case. The Mass. 
Med. Society is an institution for 


_ the immediate benefit of the people of 


this Commonwealth, and was _ insti- 
tuted for the two-fold purpose of ena- 
bling the Faculty, by combined ef- 
fort, the better to guard the health 
of individuals and the communi- 


MALARIA. 


ty, and of protecting our citizens 
from the impositions of quackery. 
It is a tribunal, instituted by the 
State, at which the merits of those 
pretending to medical knowledge are 
decided. The Society is obliged, 
by a law of the Commonwealth, to 
appoint censors, whose duty it is to 
examine candidates for the practice 
of the healing art; and if such cen- 
sors refuse to examine such candi- 
dates when regularly presented, they 
are subject, by the same act, to a 
penalty of one hundred pounds.—It 
is in view of these and other services 
required by the Legislature, that the 
Fellows of the Society have, from 
the Commonwealth, the pledge of 
entire exemption from service in the 
militia; until, therefore, the charter 
of the Society shall be forfeited by 
a neglect of the conditions on which 
it was granted, this immunity can be 
claimed by its Fellows, 

Those Physicians and Surgeons 
who are not Fellows, but only dicenti- 
ates of the Society, have no military 
privilege whatever in virtue of their 
profession ;—they are equally liable 
with any other class of men to be 
called out, in the service of the State, 
to muster and train in times of peace, 
and aid in defending its borders from 
aggression in times of war. 


MALARIA. 


WE presented to our readers, some 
months since, a copious abstract of 
Dr. McCulloch’s work on this sub- 
ject. The view taken by this writ- 
er, as will be recollected, is, that the 
malaria, or state of the atmosphere 
capable of producing fever, is caused 
by the combined influence of heat, 
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moisture, and vegetable decomposi- 
tion; and that the union of all these 
is necessary for the production of 
this effect. What is the precise re- 
sult of this combination, and in what 
form it exists in the atmosphere to 
which it imparts properties so dele- 
terious, are questions which have not 
been satisfactorily answered. Cihe- 
mical analysis affords no information 
on these points; for the composition 
of the atmosphere is not found to 
vary from its usual proportions in 
the most unhealthy situations. The 
nature of the matter of malaria, there- 
fure, can only be inferred from that 
of the surfaces where it is generated, 
and from the effects which it pro- 
duces on the system. From a con- 
sideration of these and some other 
circumstances, a writer in the last 
number of the American Journal, 
Dr. Faust, has inferred that the 
noxious ingredient of malaria is no- 
thing else than carburetted hydrogen, 
He supposes this gas to be united to 
the moisture of the atmosphere, and 
in this state to be received into the 
lungs. In confirmation of this view, 
Dr. F. quotes the wellknown de- 
scription, by Sir H. Davy, of the ef- 
fect of respiring the carburetted hy- 
drogen, and particularly notices the 
intermittent character of the symp- 
toms thus produced, He also finds 
in this theory an explanation of the 
fact that malaria is arrested in its 
course by elevated ridges of mud, 
groves of trees, and the walls of 
buildings, In the latter case, he 
thinks that the high temperature may 
cause the evaporation of the aqueous 
menstruum, and the consequent dis- 
persion of the gas. Where this does 


not happen, the addition of smoke 
is supposed to alter the chemical 
character of the compound, and to 
render it innocuous. 

We have presented a brief outline 
of this ingenious theory, the expo- 
sition of which certainly evinces the 
industry and research of its author, 
and seems to have been intended to 
meet, if not to answer, all possible 
objections, That a sufficient amount 
of carburetted hydrogen may, under 
certain circumstances, be combined 
with the moisture of the atmosphere 


to produce disease when in contact — 


with the lungs, is not difficult to be- 
lieve ; but it would seem extraordi- 
nary that a substance of which we 
possess tests so delicate, and the 
sensible qualities of which are so 
peculiar, could not, by either of these 
means, be rendered evident. The 
argument derived from the remittent 
character of the dyspnoea produced 
in Sir Humphry Davy’s case, is in 
many respects inconclusive. The 
difficulty which strikes at the root of 
this and all other hypotheses on this 
subject, is the impossibility before 
mentioned of subjecting them to the 
test of actual analysis. Until the 
principle of miasma be discovered to 
have ‘a local habitation,” the at- 
tempt to give it “a name” is by no 
means likely to be attended with 
success, 


LITHOTRITY. 
In a memoir read to the Royal So- 
ciety of Medicine at Paris, M. Rigal 
proposes a modification of the instru- 
ment generally employed for this 
purpose. It consists, first, in giving 
to the drill a spearpointed head, 
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somewhat larger at its base than the 
remainder of the drill, but exactly 
corresponding to a tube which en- 
closes the drill as far as the neck, 
and which, being longitudinally slit, 
will allow the head to be drawn 
within it; and secondly, in roughen- 
ing the internal surfaces of the for- 
ceps, so that they are enabled to act 
as a file. The stone is seized by 
this instrument in the usual way, and 
penetrated by the drill to a certain 
depth, the perforation thus made 
being of course just equal in size to 
the tube. The head is then drawn 
back, and forcibly enlarging the tube, 
presses it strongly against the calcu- 
lus in which it is enclosed, so that 
the latter becomes firmly fixed. The 
forceps is then relaxed so as merely 
to remain in contact with the calcu- 
lus; the latter is turned rapidly by 
rotating the drill, and thus filed down 
to powder, not only at the first sit- 
ting, but without the stone’s being 
released from the commencement of 
the operation to its conclusion. 


We do not understand that this 
instrument has been actually tried, 
although the report of the commis- 
Sioners upon it is said to have been 
favorable. The principal difficulties 
to be apprehended in the use of such 
an instrument are, as we think, first, 
that the attempt to draw the head of 
the drill within the tube may cause 
the stone to split ; and secondly, that 
the hold which this shall take on the 
drill may be too feeble from the first 
to sustain the action of the forceps, 
or may become so soon after this 
action has commenced. It is to 
be hoped, however, that neither of 
these difficulties will be found to 


TREMENS. 


exist in actual practice; and that M. 
Rigal’s suggestion will prove as use- 
ful as it certainly is ingenious. 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


Some valuable observations on the 
nature and treatment of this disease, 
by Dr. Wright of the Baltimore 
Almshouse, are contained in the last 
number of the American Journal, 
Dr. W. is an advocate for the seda- 
tive mode of treating the disease ; 
but thinks that the large doses of 
opium which are someiimes given 
when smaller quantities have failed 
or have appeared to aggravate the 
symptoms, are attended with danger. 
In proof of this idea, he very can- 
didly quotes one or two cases in his 
own practice, where an augmentation 
of the dose to four or five grains was 
followed, after a short interval, by 
death. In one of these the fatal 
result was preceded by convulsions. 
The plan recommended by Dr. W. 
is to commence the treatment with 
an emetic and cathartic, provided 
the patient is seen in the early stage, 
and is tolerably vigorous. In cases 
where great cephalic irritation is 
present, these remedies are to be 
preceded, or, if the subject is feeble, 
superseded, by local bleeding to the 
head and epigastrium., If, after 
these evacuations, a high state of 
delirium continue, the warm bath is 
immediately resorted to, at a tempe- 
rature of about 90°. This is fol- 
lowed by the use of opium, about 
one grain of which is given every 
two hours. If the third or fourth 
dose prove ineffectual, the warm 
bath is to be repeated. After this 
the opium is recommenced, but in 
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smaller quantities, not exceeding half 
a grain, or even less if the patient is 
much exhausted, and repeated every 
hour until sleep is obtained. The 
favorable influence of these small 
doses frequently repeated, is made 
the subject of particular remark. 
Where the disorder has proved te- 
dious and obstinate, instead of re- 


sorting to larger doses, opiate injec-' 


tions are employed, and the bath 
and cupping repeated. Cases are 
mentioned in which this treatment 
has been continued for two or even 
three days, and finally crowned with 
success. Dr. W. regards opium as 
the only narcotic to be relied on, 
though he has sometimes found cam- 
phor a useful auxiliary. The web 
of the black spider, to which some 
marvellous virtues have been attri- 
buted, was also tried, generally with 
partial or doubtful effect, but once, 
by itself, and in the dose of five 
grains every hour, with unequivocal 
advantage, 


Dr. W. strongly urges the impor- 
tance of having the solitary apart- 
ment, to which the subject of delirium 
tremens is removed, made dry and 
comfortable. He condemns the 
practice of imposing any restraint, 
as that of a straight jacket, and ad- 
vises only the use of a leg -chain, 
which, by confining the patient toa 
space near the bed, may leave the 
arms and trunk in freedom. — As far 
as our own experience goes, we 
should think even this might be omit- 
ted. Indeed, we have heard a prac- 
titioner of this place propose, as the 
best means of treating the disease, 
to place the patient in a large room 
where there were no means of self 


injury, and there permit him to ex- 
ercise until the nervous irritability 
was exhausted, For the rest, Dr. 
Wright’s remarks evince great good 
sense, and a practical acquaintance 
with the subject of which he treats ; 
and we have no doubt that the results 
which he has obtained from his ex- 
perience, will be found a safe guide 
by those who are less frequently 
called on to treat this singular malady. 
DR. JACKSON’S PILLS. 
Ir has become quite common, of 
late, for the venders of quack mix- 
tures to attach to them the names of 
persons eminent in the profession of 
medicine. We decide not, but leave 
it to every one to form his own 
opinion, whether or not this is a trick 
to deceive the people into a confi- 
dence in the curative virtue of such 
nostrums. The old expedient of 
manufacturing certificates is pretty 
generally understood, and a resort 
like that above alluded to would be 
a very likely and worthy successor 
to so base a practicea—We see ad- 
vertised in this quarter, ** Dr. Jack- 
son’s pills,” and ‘Dr. Randall’s 
toothpowder,” and we shall probably 
have, before long, Dr. Reynolds’ 
Eyewater, and Dr.  Warren’s 
Ointment for broken bones. Now, 
though the ointment, the eyewater, 
the toothpowder, and the pills, may 
have been directed by persons bearing 
such names, yet it should be clearly 
stated to the public that their au- 
thors are not the distinguished 
Physician, Dentist, Ophthalmic and 
Operative Surgeon, before mention- 
ed ;—that these and all other intel- 
ligent men, in and out of the profes- 
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sion, know full well the great evils 
which have resulted, and must ever 
result, from the indiscriminate use of 
any medicine, known or unknown ;— 
aod that they would violate the dic- 
tates of their own consciences, and 
regard themselves as instruments of 
destroying, instead of preserving hu- 
man health and life, by giving any 
sanction whatever to panaceas or 
monoceas of any description. 


We are happy to find, that, with 
respect to some of the quack medi- 
cines adverted to, the public have 
been guarded against misapprehen- 
sions by the following note to the 
Editor of the Daily Advertiser. 


Sir,—Some medicines have been 
advertised in this city which purport 
to be made up by prescriptions of 
Dr. Jackson’s, and 1 find that some 
persons suppose me to be designated 
under this name, That no one may 
be deceived on this subject, I think 
it proper to state that I have never 
furnished the prescriptions for the 
medicines thus advertised ; and that 
I have never authorized pills, lotions, 
inixtures, or medicines of any kind, 
to be sold as articles recommended 
by me for the cure of anv disease. 
If it should appear that I am the 
person referred to in any case, I 
shall avail myself of the remedies the 
law will afford to stop the abuse. 
The reason for this may not be ob- 
vious to persons not of the medical 
profession. To the members of that 
profession it is perfectly known that 
great evils must result from the in- 
discriminate use of even a good me- 
dicine. 

I hope it will not be thought too 
much, if I request the printers of 
newspapers in this city, who publish 
advertisements of medicines with the 
name of Dr. Jackson attached to 
them, to republish this article. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James JACKSON. 


Summer Street, Boston. 


MARYLAND UNIVERSITY. 
Dr. Joun D. Weuts, of Bowdoin 


College, has been unanimously elect- 
ed, by the Trustees of, the Univer- 
sity of Maryland, Professor of Ana- 
tomy in that Institution. The course 
of this talented young gentleman, in 
the path of fame, has been thus far 
extraordinary for its uninterrupt- 
edness and rapidity ;—a_ circum- 
stance’ for which he is indebted not 
only to his native genius and habits 
of industry, but also to a courteous- 
ness of manner and purity of cha- 
racter, which form no less essential 
requisites to the success of a Physi- 
cian, The estimation in which our 
friend is held at Baltimore, or rather 
the enthusiasm with which he has 
been received there, may be seen by 
the following notice which appeared 
in the Baltimore Medical Journal, 
shortly before the election above 
announced, 

“Immediately previous to the 
commencement of the present course 
of lectures in the University of Ma- 
ryland, it was publicly announced 
that Dr. John D. Wells was appoint- 
ed to discharge the duties of the 
Anatomical chair for the winter. 
We have heard, with extreme plea- 
sure, the warm and unreserved ex- 
pressions of satisfaction uttered on 
every side, in relation to this appoint- 
ment. The candidates of the pre- 
sent year, at a recent meeting, have 
unanimously expressed the high es- 
timation in which they hold the ta- 
lents, learning and eloquence of 
Professor W., and have declared 
their earnest desire that he may be- 
come permanently connected with 
their Alma Mater. The Medical 
Faculty of the Institution have 
promptly, and with perfect unani- 
mity, resolved to recommend him to 
the Board of Trustees, as a gentle- 
man eminently qualified to occupy 
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this important station. We congra- 
tulate the friends of the Instituiion 
on the probable acquisition of an 
individual who brings to it uncommon 
and universally acknowledged talent 
and worth.” 


MEDICAL LECTURES. 


WE have been frequently solicited 
to publish in this Journal abstracts 
of the lectures annually delivered to 
the class at our Medical College. 
Gentlemen must be aware that so 
far as the courses the past winter 
are concerued, such analyses -are 
impossible ; and before the next sea- 
son, we shall have ample tine to 
reflect on the propriety and expe- 
diency of such publication. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 


Tuts School, which was commenced 
ten years ago, has succeeded well both 
in collecting students, and materials 
for their instruction, The anatomi- 
cal cabinet, which was received from 
Europe, and formed in part the pri- 
vate cabinet of the late Prof. Thil- 
laye, of Paris, contains all the prepa- 
rations which are found necessary 
for demonstrations, and embraces 
many valuable specimens in Morbid 
and Comparative Anatomy. 

The Chemical and Philosophical 
apparatus is ample, and furnishes 
meaus for courses of lectures on 
these subjects. 

By the liberality of the Legislature, 


$1000 are annually received by this 
Institution; and the Faculty are 
thereby enabled to make valuable 
and important additions to the Li- 
brary, Apparatus and Cabinet, and 
thus greatly to increase the facilities 
for obtaining a knowledge of Medi- 
cine and its collateral Sciences. 

The fees are, for admission to the 
lectures on Theory and Practice, 
$15; on Anatomy and Surgery, 
$15; on Chemistry and Materia 
Medica, $15; on Midwifery, $5; 
and for Diploma, $10. There is no 
matriculation fee, nor any additional 
charge made for the use of the Cal- 
lege Library, which contains about 
2600 volumes, principally moderna 
works, and an extensive and valuable 
collection of Plates; among which 
are the splendid works of Albinus, 
Vicq D’Azor, Cloquet,  Lizars, 
Home, Scarpa, Cooper, the Bells, 
Baillie, Bateman, &c. 


Massachusetts Medical Society.— 
The Fellows of this Society are re- 
minded ‘that their annual meeting 
will be held in this city a week from 
tomorrow, when we hope to sée as- 
sembled a large number of our breth- 
ren from different parts of the Com- 
monwealth. 


The communication of our * non- 
medical citizen’ is not calculated for 
a medical journal ; we decline pub- 
lishing it. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING MAY 7. 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | Disease. 


Date.|Sex. | Age | Disease. 


May 1. F.)9 yrs jabscess 
F.|16 mo|dropsy in the head 
_F.|20 mojlung fever 


M./34 yrs|consumption 
2. F.}46 do. 

|unknown 

do. 


69 ~—|paralytic 

junknown 

4. F.|46 {consumption 
insane 


M. 28 yrs typhous fever 
F.28 childbed 
M.2d unknown 

.| F. 47 yrs consumption 


M.50 __typhous fever 
M. 21-3 dropsy in the chest 
6.|F.18 typhous fever 


M.9 mo ‘measles 
M. 33 yrs typhous fever 
F.25 ‘unknown 
Males, 11,—Females, 10. Total, 21. 
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THE BOOK OF HEALTH. 


ICHARDSON, LORD & HOL- 
BROOK, No. 133 Washington St., 
Boston, have just published THE BOOK 
OF HEAL TH; a compendium of Domes- 
tic Medicine, deduced from the experi- 
ence ef the most modern practitioners ; 
entirely divested of technicalities, and reu- 
dered familiar to the general reader; in- 
cluding the mode of treatment for diseases 
in general. A plan for the management 
of infants and children ; rules for the pre- 
servation of health, and for diet, exercise, 
air, and the preparation of food ; remedies 
in cases of accident ; suspended anima- 
tion; rules for preventing contagion; a 
Table of Poisons most frequently taken, 
with the symptoms, and directions how 
to act when medical aid is not at hand. 
A Domestic Materia Medica, &c. Xe. 
First American, trom the second London 
edition; revised and conformed to the 
practice of the United States, with addi- 
tions, by a Fellow of the Massachusett 
Medical Society. | 


Extracts from the Preface to the American 
Edition. 

“Its chief value, and certainly nota 
trifling one, is the fact that it embodies in 
a small compass the opinions of some of 
the most eminent modern physicians and 
surgeons of Great Britain, such as Drs. 
Bailey, Clutterbuck and Armstrong, 
among the former, and Sir Astley Cooper, 
Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Lawrence, among 
the latter.” * 

“ The Table of Poisons, with their at- 
tendant symptoms, and the mode of treat- 
ment when medical aid is not at hand, 
it is thought will be peculiarly useful, as 
it not unfrequently Lappens where they 
may have been taken, that no such aid 
is to be had, and where, if immediate 
remedies be not applied, the person may 
be irretrievably lost. But if, in such a 
moment, this table is at hand, the remedy 
may be at once resorted to, and the pa- 
tient saved. ‘The same remarks will also 
apply to the directions given for procedure 
in cases of suspended animation, from 
drowning, lightning, hanging, &c.” 

** Great care has been taken through- 
out not to recommend, in any case, medi- 
cines or a course of treatment which may 
be considered dangerous or doubtful in 


the résult; on the contrary, cautions are 
constantly given agains/ the use of them, 
and recommendations, in all cases of 
doubtful or critical character, of imme- 
‘diate recourse to medical aid.” 

May Il. 


NEW MEDICAL WORKS, 

af UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,— 

A 'Treatise upon the Semeiology of the 
Eye, for the Use of Physicians ; and of the 
Countenance, for Criminal Jurisprudence. 
By J. F. Danie. Losstrin, M.D. 

A ‘Treatise on Surgical and. General 


Anatomy. By Witiiam Horner, 
M.D. In2vols, 2d edition, revised and 
corrected. 


The American Dispensatory ; contain- 


‘ing the Natural, Chemical, Pharmaceu- 


tical, and Modern History, of the different 
Substances employed in Medicine. To- 
gether with the Operations of Pharmacy, 
illustrated and explained according to the 
Principles of Modern Chemistry. To 
which are added Toxicological and other 
Tables; the Prescription for Patent Me- 
dicines, and various Miscellaneous Pre- 
parations. Eighth edition, improved and 
greatly enlarged, by Jonn ReEDMAN 
Coxr, M.D. 
May 25. 


SULPHUR BATH. 
R. C. ROBEINS requests such per- 
sons as desire the use of his private 
Sulphur Bath, to apply for the same at 
his house, at 3 o’clock, P. M., any day 
but Sunday. 
Franklin Place, Boston. 
May 25, 1830. 


MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 


UST received, by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE,— 

The New York Medical Inquirer, and 
Domestic Magazine, Vol. 1, No.5. For 
May, 1830. 

The North American Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. Published under the Au- 
spices of the Knappa Lambda Association 
of the United States.—No. 18. For 
April, 1830. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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